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AP Human Geography 
Summer Assignment 2019-2020 

 
~Due Friday, September 6~  

 
Welcome to AP Human Geography!  I hope you’ll find this class to be a thought-provoking, relevant, 
and engaging experience.  To study human geography is to gain a better understanding and appreciation of 
the processes that shape our world—the interplay between humans and the spaces they inhabit. As a college-
level course, AP Human Geography carries an expectation of college-level work ethic; this summer 
assignment is the first opportunity to demonstrate that.  The assignment is designed to achieve two 
objectives: first, to ensure that you enter the class in September with the necessary knowledge of physical and 
political geography that the course assumes; second, to spark your curiosity and get you thinking critically 
about some of the topics we will discuss in the coming year.   
 
Part I: The Atlas Project   
In order to understand and engage with topics in the study of human geography, you must have a foundation in 
world geography.  Spatial thinking and mapping is a skill we will develop and reinforce throughout the year; 
this first assignment will form the foundations. Using the provided maps, create your own political atlas by 
locating and labeling all important regions, major geometric grid lines, countries, and bodies of water as 
indicated in the directions for each map. 
 
Part II: TED Talk Analysis 
Much of this class will be focused on current events and issues related to human use and alteration of the earth.  
TED Talks are an excellent resource to discover the latest work and thought on some of these issues.  Explore 
www.ted.com --you can browse topics or search for specific areas of interest.  Choose any 2 TED Talks that 
relate to the units we will study in class (listed below) to watch, analyze, and reflect upon.  Good search terms 
might include, but are not limited to: cities, sustainability, gender inequality, migration, immigration, 
agriculture, ethnicity, language, geopolitics, mapping…anything that you find intriguing and you can relate to 
human geography! 
 
For each of the two TED Talks you choose, write a reflection that includes the following: 

1. The speaker’s name and title of the Talk 
2. A concise summary of the Talk: what issue/topic/innovation was discussed, and what was the speaker’s 

view?  What was their purpose or intent for giving the Talk? 
3. Your view of the significance of the information presented—what effect or impact might it have? 
4. An explanation of how you see the information in the talk being relevant to the world today, and 

relating it to one of the AP Human Geography units listed below: (more details available at 
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-human-geography ) 

 Thinking Geographically 
 Population and Migration 
 Cultural Patterns & Processes 
 Political Patterns & Processes 
 Agriculture and Rural Land Use 
 Cities and Urban Land Use 
 Industrial and Economic Development 

Part III: Explore and Practice! 
There are many different places to practice and build geographical knowledge and interest online.  Explore 
some of the sites below, and consider installing a good map practice app and the “iScore5” AP practice app. 
Nothing to hand in here, just some very interesting resources to check out: 

 Atlasobscura.com 
 Citylab.com 
 Gapminder.org 
 Lonelyplanet.com 
 Seterra.com (play games online or get the app—great for geography practice!) 

http://www.ted.com/
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-human-geography


                                                                                                                                      
Assessment: 
 
TOTAL: 100 points 
 
Atlas Project: 80 points—10 points per map 

 All required locations labeled accurately according to map directions 
 Neatness and presentation of all lettering and shading/outlining 

 
TED Talk Analysis: 20 points—10 points per reflection 

 All requirements present 
 Appropriate and thoughtful summary 
 Evidence of engagement and understanding is present both in explanation and relation to given human 

geography topics 

 
The Atlas Project—Map Instructions: 
For each of the following maps, label the listed locations, clearly and in black pencil or ink.  Neatly shade in 
or outline each country in a variety of colors using the conventions of political maps: make sure the same 
colors never touch, and only use blue for outlining or shading bodies of water. 

 Atlas Resources Online: 
o https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm  
o https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/refmaps.html    

 
The World 

 
Shade in and label the world regions, as 
defined by the College Board’s “AP Human 
Geography: World Regions—A Closer Look” 
map, provided here and also available 
online.  
 
Draw in and label the following lines of 
latitude and longitude: 

 Equator 
 Tropic of Cancer 
 Tropic of Capricorn 
 Prime Meridian 

 

 
 
 
The Atlas Project—Map Instructions, continued: 
 
 
Europe 

 All countries & capitals 
 Adriatic Sea 
 Aegean Sea 
 Atlantic Ocean 
 Barents Sea 

 Black Sea 
 English Channel 
 Mediterranean Sea 
 North Sea 

 
North & Central America 

 All countries & capitals 
 Atlantic Ocean 
 Baffin Bay 

 Gulf of Mexico 
 Gulf of St. Lawrence 
 Hudson Bay 

https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/refmaps.html


 Bering Sea 
 Caribbean Sea 
 Great Lakes 

 Labrador Sea 
 Pacific Ocean 

 
South America 

 All countries & capitals 
 Atlantic Ocean 

 Pacific Ocean 
 Panama Canal 

 
Africa 

 All countries & capitals 
 Atlantic Ocean 
 Indian Ocean 

 Mediterranean Sea 
 Red Sea 

 
The Middle East 

 All countries & capitals 
 Palestinian Territory (disputed) 
 Arabian Sea 

 Persian Gulf 
 Red Sea 

 
East & South Asia 

 All countries & capitals 
 East China Sea 
 Indian Ocean 

 Pacific Ocean 
 Sea of Japan 
 South China Sea 

 
Oceania 

 All countries & capitals 
 Coral Sea 

 Pacific Ocean 
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